
www.mutian.com

02FELINE CHRONIC GINGIVOSTOMATITIS



www.mutian.com

Feline chronic gingivostomatitis (FCGS) is inflammation of the oral mucosa or deeper tissues in cats. It is a long-lasting, 
difficult-to-heal, and recurrent condition. Cats have a high probability of 13.1% of getting oral inflammation, making it 
one of the most common diseases in cats (second only to dental calculus). The exact cause of cat oral inflammation 
remains unclear. Common symptoms in cats with oral inflammation include bad breath, drooling, and white foam at the 
mouth corners. Oral examination may reveal varying degrees of redness, swelling and tissue overgrowth in the oral cavity. 
Additionally, oral pain can cause cats to lose their appetite, with many cats starving to death due to severe pain preventing 
them from eating. With current medical resources, cats infected with oral inflammation often suffer for life, as there is no 
definitive cure. Even after full or partial tooth extraction surgery, 30-40% of cats cannot be healed.

About 60-70% of affected cats can be cured or significantly improved through full or near full tooth extraction. The remaining 
30-40% do not respond well to extraction and often require lifelong treatment with antibiotics, steroids and painkillers. 
Traditional immunosuppressants such as corticosteroids and cyclosporine have significant side effects limiting long-term use, 
and their effectiveness decreases or is lost over time, so more effective and safer treatment strategies are needed.
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The pathological process of FCGS stomatitis in cats is a complex, chronic and highly destructive proliferative or ulcerative inflammatory process. The 
pathogenesis is still unclear, but current research results indicate that the disease is caused by the combined effects of post-immune factors and 

infectious factors.Feline chronic gingivitis-stomatitis (FCGS) is characterized by chronic gingival and oral mucosal inflammation; it substantially impairs 
quality of life because of eating and swallowing difficulties that result from pain. 

Certain bacteria, viruses and other pathogens can cause infection. The most closely associated is feline calicivirus (FCV), with many studies 
confirming a potential link between FCV and stomatitis. Other suspected causative factors also include feline leukemia virus (FeLV), feline 

immunodeficiency virus (FIV), feline herpesvirus (FHV) and others.

The predominant cause of FCGS is oral infection with FCV, rather than bacterial infection; approximately 60% of cats infected with FCV are known to 
suffer from FCGS (DeBowes, 1997; Thomas et al., 2017). Reported treatments for FCGS include medical therapies with antibiotics, corticosteroids 

(Hennet et al., 2011), and immunosuppressants (Lommer, 2013), as well as extraction of teeth that are affected by endodontic disease or 
odontoclastic resorptive lesion (Bellei et al., 2008); 

However, these treatment methods can only maintain for a period of time. The relapse rate is high after stopping medication. As a result, many cats 
are advised to be euthanized.
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